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Toulouse is a city to satisfy the taste of every enthusiast of the
arts.A variety of concert halls stage performances of classical,
lyrical art, jazz, variety and electro-acoustic music. Plays and
café-theatre productions take place all year round – and a sig-
nificant proportion of works are created by Toulousain compa-
nies. Dance and creative activities are supported by a very
active and innovative choreographic centre. The great artistic
collections housed in the museums and foundations of the city
present works from Antiquity to the contemporary period:
Roman statues, medieval art, fine arts, decorative arts, graphic
arts, modern and contemporary art, photography – these per-
manent exhibitions are complemented by a policy of tempo-
rary exhibitions produced in Toulouse or in association with
other national and international museums. Numerous art gal-
leries also actively participate in the dynamic of artistic cre-
ation.Toulouse also stands out for its book culture: there are
very well-stocked libraries, and a large mediatheque, as well as
a great number of independent bookshops.Around fifteen fes-
tivals - music, theatre, humour, dance, visual arts, cinema, lite-
rature - are staged in the course of the year, and complete the
cultural facilities that are already very eclectic.

Toulouse,

Festivals held throughout the
year showcase the artistic
achievements of Toulouse.

A concert of classical music 
at the Halle aux Grains.
The Vénus de Martres on 
display at the Musée des
Antiques Saint-Raymond.
A crowd of visitors before 
the Picasso stage curtain 
at the Musée des Abattoirs.

Talents et creations
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Toulouse,

Today, the Donjon du Capitole
houses the Tourist Office.

As a leisure activity, sport or 
simply for the fun of it, a bicycle

is always ready to go.
The banks of the Garonne are a
favourite spot for those in search

of calm and sunshine.

The Canal du Midi is the oldest canal in Europe, connecting the
Atlantic to the Mediterranean.Toulouse is its central stopping
point. With 382 locks, aqueducts and tunnels, it has earned
Unesco’s ‘World Heritage Site’ label. The Garonne offers its
banks and quays up to walkers and events, such as the ¡Río
loco! festival in the month of June. Boat-trips and barges for
hire allow you to experience the city from the water.With its
many cycle tracks, not-very-hilly profile and short distances,
Toulouse also lends itself to travel by bike. Bicycles can be
rented for a few hours or by the day.Toulouse is dotted with
green spaces and parks. From the simple oasis of calm in a
neighbourhood with a historic park – such as the Jardin des
Plantes, whose 7 hectares are connected to the Jardin du
Grand Rond and the Jardin Royal (both in the ‘English
Romantic’ style) – to the Prairie des Filtres, which offers the
fresh air of the Garonne riverbanks, or the Jardin Raymond VI,
– a lively spot to pass through near the Musée des Abattoirs.
On the edges of the city, six leisure bases and seven golf
courses complete the palette of local green spaces. The
Toulousain identity on the green is rugby.This sport is emble-
matic of South-Western France and is a passion that beats in
every Toulousain heart – proud of their team, the Toulouse
Stadium and their multiple victories.

Nature and open air

Rugby supporters are wild about
the Toulouse Stadium.

The Canal du Midi,
a World Heritage Site,

invites you for a pastoral stroll.
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Toulouse has been a land of aeronautical research for more
than a century now. At the end of the 19th century, Clément
Ader succeeded in making the strange machine he called an
‘avion’ take off. It was also from Toulouse that the first
‘Aéropostale’ airmail links were opened – an adventure that
was immortalized in the writing of Antoine de Saint-Exupéry.
The advent of the Airbus A380 today confirms Toulouse’s
position as aeronautical capital. Research, innovation and
industry are able to offer original opportunities to visit, for
example, the Airbus assembly line or the Jolimont
Observatoire. The Cité de l’Espace is a one-of-a-kind theme
park covering 3.5 hectares. It offers a wide range of interactive
activities which allow the visitor to understand the science of
the earth and the cosmos, from the infinitesimally small to the
infinitely big.

Toulouse,
The wings of knowledge

City of every aeronautical
achievement,Toulouse saw the
advent of the first aeroplanes
and invented the latest
technology.

The Cité de l’espace will
introduce you to the cosmos as
you have never seen it before,
with attractions that are at
once scientific, fun and
spectacular.

The Mir station 
at the Cité de l’espace.
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